




QUARANTINE. Confinement of an animal for the observation of clinical signs of illness 
indicating rabies infection, and the prevention of escape or contact with any unauthorized person 
or other animal, for a period often (10) days from the date the animal bit a person. 

RESTRAINT. Confinement and/or physical control- of an animal by their owner such that they 
may not present a risk to public safety or act as a nuisance. 

STERIUZATION. Surgical removal of the reproductive organs. 

STERIUZED. Any animal having had their reproductive organs surgically removed. 

UNCLAIMED. Any animal impounded by the Bullitt County Animal Control & Shelter that 
remains unclaimed by an owner following the end of the appropriate hold period. 

VACCINATION. The administration by a veterinarian or other qualified person of rabies vaccine 
approved by and administered in accordance with administrative regulations promulgated ·by the 
secretary for health and family services. 

VETERINARIAN. A licensed practitioner of veterinary medicine. 

VICIOUS DOG means any individual dog declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be a 
vicious dog. 

WORKING ANIMAL. Any domestic animal kept and trained for the purposes of performing a 
specific task or tasks. 

SECTION II 
RESTRAINT REQUIRED 

(A)All anixnals designated as either (1) personal pets or (2) working animals shall, at all times,
be kept under restraint as defined by Ordinance except as otherwise provided herein.

(B) Any area and/or property zoned for agriculture shall be exempt from the restraint
requirements as specified in Section II (A).

(C) Any area .and/or property zoned for conservation shall be exempt from the restraint
requirements as specified in Section II (A).

SECTION III 
DOGS AND CATS TO BE LICENSED AND VACCINATED AGAINST RABIES 

(A)RABIES VACCzyATION. Every owner shall have their dog, cat, or ferret vaccinated
against rabies beginning at four (4) months of age and kept immunized for the remainder
of the animal's natural life in accordance with K.R.S. 258.015. Any animal deemed as
medically unfit for vaccination by a licensed veterinarian shall be exempt from this







SECTIONV 

ADOPTION' 

All animals adopted by BCACS shall be sterilized, vaccinated in accordance withK.R.S. 258.015, 
and microchipped before possession and legal custody can be transferred into the adopter's name. 

SECTION VI 

DROP-OFF FEE 

(A) BCACS shall permit the impoundment of animals during regularly scheduled business
hours. To offset the costs· incurred by the County in providing care to impounded animals,
any individual that turns an animal over to BCACS shall be responsible for a "drop-off'
fee. Said fee shall be set by Fiscal Court resolution and posted for the public by BCACS.

(B) Any individual who (1) releases or abandons an animal on or in the vicinity of the animal
shelter outside of regular business hours, (2) without paying the applicable fee, and/or (3)
without following agency protocols for impoundment shall be in violation of this section.

SECTION VII 

CONFINEMENT OF ANIMAL WHEN IN HEAT 

Any female animal in heat shall be confined by the owner in a building or secure enclosure in such 
a manner that the animal cannot come into contact with another animal of the same species except 
for instances of planned breeding under direct supervision of the owner. 

SECTION VIII 

NUISANCE 

It shall �e unlawful for any owner to fail to exercise proper care and control of his or her 
animal(s) to prevent them from becoming a public nuisance. Excessive, continuous or untimely 
barking, molesting p!)Ssersby, chasing vehicles, and habitually attacking in such manner as to 
damage property shall be deemed a nuisance. 

SECTION IX 

HUMANE TREATMENT OF ANIMALS 

(A) Owners shall not fail to provide their animal with (1) good, wholesome food, (2) clean
water, (3) appropriate shelter and protection from the weather, (4) veterinary care when
needed to prevent suffering, and (5) humane care and treatment.

(B) Appropriate shelter shall include a structure consisting of four walls, a roof, and a floor
augmented with resting boards. The shelter shall be constructed to protect the animal from
precipitation and of a material which provides insulation from temperature extremes. It
shall be maintained in such a way so as to promote proper drainage of rainwater to prevent
the accumulation of standing water and/or mud. It shaU be cleaned regularly so as to
promote the proper health for the animal being so kept, including clearing the space of



accumulated waste and debris so that the animal shall be free to walk or lie down without 
coming into contact with any such waste and/or debris. Insulation bedding materials shall 
be provided during inclement weather extremes. 

(C) Owners who keep an animal tethered by chain, leash, or similar physical restraint shall
ensure that it is designed and placed in such a way as to prevent the animal from choking
or strangulation. The restraint shall measure not less than ten ( 10) feet in length and shall
connect via swivel or troll�y so that the animal has free range of motion. The restraint shall
not be placed in such a way that the animal is denied access to the provisions enumerated
in (A) and (B) of this section.

(D) Owners shall not abandon an animal. Any individual, whether owner, owner's designee, or
other person tasked with the animal's care, that so abandons an animal shall be subject to
a citation for violation ofK.R.S. 525.130(1)(a).

(E) No person shall willingly or maliciously inflict unnecessary or needless cruelty, torture,
abuse or cruelly beat or strike any animal, or, by an act, omission or neglect, cause or inflict
any unnecessary or unjustifiable pain, suffering, injury or death to any animal, except as
provided by herein.

a. Reasonable use of force implemented in the self-defense, defense of another person,
or the defense of one's personal pet and/or livestock against an animal behaving in
a vicious or terrorizing manner shall exempt from this provision.

(F) No person except a licensed veterinarian shall crop_ a dog's ears.

SECTIONX 

ACTIONS PROHIBITED 

(A)No person, firrn, organization, or group shall raise or kill a dog or cat for food or the skin
or fur.

(B) No person, firm, organization, or group shall mutilate any animal, whether dead or alive.
This provision shall not apply to accepted livestock practices concerning humane slaughter.

SECTION XI 

DISEASED ANIMALS 

Any animal with, or suspected of being afflicted with, a contagious disease shall be confined by 
the owner in such a manner as to limit exposure to those, whether human or animal, whose health 

. . 

may be so affected. 

SECTION XII 

INTERFERENCE WITH ENFORCEMENT PROHIBITED 



No person shall in any manner interfere with, hinder, molest or abuse any officer or 
individual authorized to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance. 

SECTION XIII 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication in accordance with the law. 

SECTION XIV 

SEVERABILITY 

Should any section, subsection, sentence or clause of this Ordinance be held 
unconstitutional or invalid for any reason by any court of competent jurisdiction, than such portion 
shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect 
the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 

SECTION XV 

All ordinances and resolutions, to the extent they are inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed. 

SECTION XVI 

PENALTY 

Any person, firm or corporation violating any provision of this Ordinance shall be fined 
not less than five dollars ($5) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500). A separate offense shall 
be deemed committed on each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues. 

Given first reading and public hearing at a Regular Meeting of the Bullitt County Fiscal 
Court on the 2! 51 day of May, 2024. 

Given second reading and voted upon at a Regular Meeting of the Bullitt County Fiscal 
Court on the 4th day of June, 2024. 

Date of Adoption: __ ___,(o""'. ,_/�'--..&..+1/8""--v.__ 

Attested to: Approved as to Form and Legality: 





COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BULLITT COUNTY 

ORDINANCE NO. 24-14 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 17-11 
RELATING TO THE CONTROL OF ANIMALS 

WITHIN BULLITT COUNTY, KENTUCKY 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE FISCAL COURT OF COUNTY OF BULLITT, 

COMMONWEAL TH OF KENTUCKY: 

SUMMARY 

1. Sets forth definitions.

2. Sets forth restraint required.

3. Sets forth dogs and cats to be licensed and vaccinated against rabies.

4. Sets forth impoundment procedures.

5. Sets forth that adopted animals shall be sterilized. 

6. Sets forth drop-off fee and procedures.

7. Sets forth that animals shall be confined when in heat.

8. Sets forth that no animal shall be permitted to be a public nuisance.

9. Sets forth animals shall be treated humanely.

10.Sets forth prohibition of using dogs or cats as food or clothing.

11. Sets forth diseased animals shall be contained.

12. Sets forth interference prohibited.

13.Sets forth effective date.

14. Sets forth severability.

15.Sets forth inconsistent Ordinances repealed.

16. Sets forth penalty.



Given first reading at a Regular Meeting of the Bullitt County Fiscal Court on the 
21 st day of May, 2024. 

To be given second reading at a Regular Meeting of the Bullitt County Fiscal 
Court on the 4th day of June, 2024 . 

.repared by and Approved as to Legality and Form by: 

Ta ker 
B HK-.1.xlru Attorney 


